








In which country does the leakage occur?Country

Accounting for end-of-life plastic leakage where it occurs

After their second life, they are 
considered to be treated as municipal 

solid, and are mismanaged if the waste 
treatment infrastructure is inadequate

50% of the collected textiles are considered 
to be exported for a second life

40% downcycled
10% incinerated

The end-of-life leakage occurs 
mainly

in Africa, Asia and Eastern Europe

Source: Import countries for used clothes based on United Nations Statistical Division (COMTRADE) represented in https://oec.world/en/visualize/tree_map/hs92/import/show/all/6309/2017/ 

8 – 10 g

6 – 8 g

4 – 6 g

2 – 4 g

0 – 2 g



Which market is responsible for the leakage?Market
Consumer responsibility view: the leakage is allocated on the basis of sales 

The main jacket distribution markets are responsible for the leakage

Europe 60%

United States 12%

Canada 8%

Japan 8%

Republic of Korea 8%

Other 4%



Conclusions
After their second life, they are 
considered to be treated as municipal 
solid, and are mismanaged if the waste 
treatment infrastructure is inadequate

The end-of-life leakage occurs mainly 
in Africa, Asia and Eastern Europe

This 3-layer hard shell outdoor jacket 
produced by Sympatex generates a 
leakage of 122 g, which corresponds to 
28% plastic leakage intensity

The leakage occurs mainly during the 
product end-of-life when the jacket is 
disposed
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